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Good evening and a warm welcome 
back to the MPM Stadium for tonight’s 
fixture against Goole AFC.

Last Tuesday night’s performance 
against Harrogate Railway was one of 
real character and discipline. 

Although the game ended 0–0, we 
created some excellent chances and 
were very close to coming away with 
the win – only penalties prevented us 
from progressing. The players 
showed great resilience and 
togetherness, and it was a display 
that we can definitely build on.

Our visitors today, Goole AFC, are 

also going through a tough run of 
form, having picked up just one win 
in their last five outings. Like 
ourselves, they’ll be determined to 
turn that around, so we know it’ll be 
another hard-fought contest.

For us, the message is simple – build 
on the positives from Tuesday. 

If we can show the same 
organisation, work ethic and 
desire, while adding that extra 

bit of quality in the final third, we 
give ourselves every chance of 
getting back to winning ways.

As always, thank you for your 
continued support – it makes a 
real difference to the players and 
everyone involved with the club. 
Enjoy the game,

Sam Dexter,
First Team Manager



The Port and Town of Goole have had a 
semi-professional football team since 
the 1900's. Goole Town competed in 
various leagues throughout their history 
including the Midlands League in the 
1950's when they were probably at 
their most successful.

Time went by with varying degrees of 
success and failure and finally at the 
end of the 1995/96 season, because of 
ever-increasing debts and falling 
attendance's Goole Town committee 
had no option but to close down the 
club. For the last few die hard 
supporters it was a very sad time in 
Goole's history.

In the autumn of 1996 a Leeds 
Businessman, Mike Norman who was at 
work in the Goole area happened to 
stumble across the Victoria Pleasure 
Ground and hearing that the Town had 
no football team visited the local 
council regarding the possibility of 
starting a brand new club. It had been 
his dream to run a semi professional 
club and set to work immediately 
recruiting local people to help him with 
his endeavour. In the summer of 1997 
Goole AFC advertised for a club 
manager, a few applications were 
received, but one stood out from all the 
others, that of John Reed. 

The manager who had taken Bridlington 
Town to Wembley and who had enjoyed 
five league Championships with many clubs 
was appointed.

The first game of the new season was a sign 
of things to come when local man Paul 
Gibbon hit Blackwell Miners Welfare with 5 
goals. The final score saw Goole hit their 
highest score to date winning by eight goals 
to nil. The first year was more successful 
than anyone dare imagine. That season 
ended with Goole crowned as Champions of 
the Central Midlands Premier Division with 
statistics of Won 27, Drawn 4, and the only 
loss coming against Askern Miners Welfare. 
Goole also managed to top the 100 goals in 
a season finishing with 102 league goals in 
all.

Goole's second season also provided more 
success. Promotion to the Northern 
Counties East League, following a third 
place spot was topped by two cup victories. 
The Wakefield Floodlit Cup and the Cox 
League Cup both travelled to East Yorkshire. 
On top of that success, a superb run in the 
Carlsberg F.A Vase saw Goole get to round 
four, a crowd of 526 (the biggest at that 
time) and have Premier League referee Neil 
Barry officiating the game.

Meet the opposition

Goole AFC



Year 2000 and the third season for 
Goole was their most traumatic. The 
whole season seemed almost 
meaningless when in January it was 
announced to a sombre crowd that 
founder and Chairman Mike Norman 
had passed away. Mike who had had 
the ambition and motivation to start a 
club so soon after the last folded 
immediately had received the backing 
of the council and more importantly the 
general public. John Reed went public 
and stated that he would win the 
Championship for Mike and this he did 
in style. Eleven points clear and another 
trophy in the cabinet in the shape of 
the Wilkinson Sword Trophy meant that 
Goole had ended the season in style for 
Mike and his family. 
At the end of the season Richard 
Norman, who had taken over the club 
since his father's death and had 
provided the stability it had needed 
following the loss of its founder, 
decided to relinquish his role as 
Chairman and hand the club over to the 
local people of Goole. A change in 
personnel saw Geoff Bruines take over 
as Chairman, and more local people 
getting involved in the running of the 
club. Richard was offered the role of 
president by the new Chairman and 
readily agreed to take over this 
figurehead position.

The new season started with a defeat 
against Alfreton Town and then a run, 
which took us to the 2nd qualifying round 
of the F.A. Cup and to the second round of 
the F.A. Vase. However, November came 
and a run of four defeats in a row and a 
new regime at Harrogate Town meant that 
manager John Reed was in demand and the 
lure of a club with fantastic finances and 
Conference ambitions was just too good to 
turn down. The manager who had adhered 
himself to the supporters over three years 
was gone.

November 2000 saw Peter Daniel installed 
as club manager. After an impressive 
playing career, which saw him at Football 
League Clubs including Hull City, 
Sunderland, Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and Lincoln, Peter had moved into 
management around the Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire area and was seen as an 
ambitious manager who could continue the 
work started by John Reed and John Kirk.

The season finished with Goole in 4th 
position of the North Counties Premier 
Division and only a handful of points away 
from a promotion opportunity. Overall, it 
was considered a very successful season 
after the turmoil midway through. The 
ground began major redevelopment to 
allow Unibond Football to be played at the 
Victoria Pleasure Grounds once again.
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The 2001/02 season was another year 
of change as 10 months after Peter 
Daniel had taken the reigns a string of 
poor results which was primarily caused 
by the lack of available players saw the 
manager leave and another ex Hull City 
legend take charge. Steve Richards task 
was simple, to put the club into the 
Unibond League and to build a squad 
that could keep them there. Off the 
field other changers were afoot with 
Eric Lawton taking the Chairman 
position from Geoff Bruines, whilst 
Geoff still remained heavily involved in 
the running of the club.

Finally in 2004/2005 Goole achieved 
the dream of Unibond Football under 
the direction of Des O'Hearne. Des had 
taken over from Eric Lawton who had 
kept the club afloat during difficult 
times and Des had promised to the fans 
that Unibond Football would be his 
number one priority, this he duly 
delivered. With the club now in 
Unibond Football the next aim was to 
put the club in a sound financial 
position.

The season finished with a new 
manager Nigel Danby who had been at 
the club as player agreed to take the 
role of player/manager and this had 
seemed to work well very quickly

The next major occasion for the club came 
in season 2006/07 when a terrific cup run in 
the West Riding Cup meant that Goole AFC 
lifted the trophy for the first time, as Goole 
Town had done a few times before, but 
many years ago.

The 2007/08 season saw Goole make a real 
push for promotion with the club sitting in 
third place for many weeks of the season, 
however it was a very close race, in fact 
with only a couple of weeks of the season 
left clubs as far down as 10th place could 
still have made the play-offs. With only a 
month left, the club suffered some bad 
injuries and points began to slip and with 
only two games left Goole fell out of the 
play-off positions and eventually fell to 9th 
place.

After the hope of the previous season, 
supporters could not have been blamed if 
their dreams for a Unibond Premier League 
push could be finally realised in 2009 but all 
that was dashed before the season started. 
With the credit crunch biting the financial 
world, money in football was also causing 
concern and rather than taking the easy 
option of burying heads and hoping this 
would be ok, the Chairman took the painful 
decision to apply for administration and 
make sure that the club would put their 
financial house in order and take the long- 
term view for the club.
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This meant that the 2008-09 season 
was almost over before it had begun 
with only the question being, could 
Goole escape relegation but with the 
league trying to increase the number of 
teams, a relegation place being 
exercised was a doubt. As it turned out 
Goole didn't finish bottom with Brigg 
Town taking that honour and as 
expected no relegation was enforced.

At the start of the 2009-10 season and 
with other clubs finding the present 
time difficult the fans can be proud of 
the forethought the Chairman had and 
they can look forward to the 2009-10 
season with hope once again.

Following a disastrous start to the 2009-
10 campaign, the management team of 
Nigel Danby and Mick Norbury 
resigned, Chairman Des O'Hearne 
installed Karl Rose as caretaker 
manager and following some positive 
results and improved displays, Karl was 
given the job on a permanent basis.

In May 2012, Karl Rose resigned to take 
over at Frickley Athletic and to the 
delight of all Goole AFC supporters, it 
was announced that former manager 
John Reed had agreed to return to the 
club and would be assisted by former 
Goole AFC player Clive Freeman.

Following a poor start to the 2012-13 
season and with just one win from eight 
league games, Des O'Hearne took the 
decision to part company with John Reed 
and Clive Freeman. Less than a week later it 
was announced that Wayne Benn had been 
appointed manager of Goole AFC.

In November 2012, Des O'Hearne stood 
down as Chairman due to ill health, the club 
was at this time put up for sale, with Craig 
Whincup taking temporary charge until a 
new owner could be found. Almost 12 
months later, on October 14th 2013, the 
club announced that a takeover had been 
agreed and signed that would see London 
property investor Mr Baron Bloom take 
over as the clubs new owner and Chairman 
with immediate effect.

It was simultaneously announced that David 
Holdsworth and Curtis Woodhouse had 
been appointed as the new management 
team. After a poor run of results during 
December and January, Curtis Woodhouse 
replaced David Holdswoth as manager, with 
Chris Adam being appointed assistant 
manager.
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In December 2014 Baron Bloom 
resigned as chairman and sold his 
majority shareholding to club officials 
for the nominal sum of £1. Just a few 
weeks later, Steve Shorthouse was 
appointed as chairman and a plan was 
put in place with co-director Craig 
Whincup to put the clubs financial 
affairs in order and to pay off the clubs 
historical debt.

In April 2016, it was announced that 
Steve Shorthouse had stood down as 
chairman of the club, leaving it debt 
free.

The club was relegated to the Northern 
Counties East League Premier Division 
at the conclusion of the 2017/18 
season. 
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ILKLEY TOWN
MANAGER: SAM DEXTER

• Matthew Keen
• Thomas Bramley
• Jay Harris
• Matthew Swift
• Josh Parker
• Thierry Hendrickson
• Nick Brayshaw
• Maxim Hague
• Prince Attakorah
• Joe Edmonds
• Lewin Storton
• Nic Hewitt
• James Nightingale
• Harry Brown
• Jack Lane
• George Pearson
• Alex Knox
• Harry Miles
• Daniel Billington-Boateng
• Joe Snowden
• Kevin Gonzalez
• Shaban Mehmeti
• Tom Smith
• Will Loftus
• Harry Abson

GOOLE AFC
MANAGER: REON POTTS

• Thomas Crosby
• Kyle Austin
• Callum Clark
• Curtis Davies
• Jack Durkin
• James Eyles
• Iwan Heeley
• Cameron Hunt
• James Knowles
• Oliver McQuillin
• Leon Mollan
• Luke Sellers
• James Simmonite
• Kyle Simpson
• Daniel Ward
• Haydn Ward
• Hayden Webster
• Ashley Worsfold
• Nana Nyarko 
• Mitchell Carlton
• Sonny Bennett
• Leo Berriman
• Alex Bartholomew
• Ronnie Cressey
• Harry Wilson
• Jack Dolman 
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V  Dearne & District (H)
NCEL1 – 18.10.25 – 3 PM

V Winterton Rangers (A)
NCEL1 – 22.10.25 – 7.45 PM

V Selby Town (H)
NCEL1 – 25.10.25 –3 PM
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